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Work-based learning can happen 
inside or outside the classroom 



Examples:   

• Job shadowing for a day or a few days 
– The word “observe” is key 

• Younger students may have to be  

     accompanied by an adult  
 



Co-ops 

• Student goes to job site during class time 

• Paid or unpaid 

• Usually involves participation/ actual work 



Working in the classroom 

• Bring the job to you! 



Work-based Learning 

• Shadowing or co-ops help students learn about a job/ career 
– Do I like the job or career?  

– Can I see myself doing this? 

– What do I need to do to get this job/ career? 

 

• May lead to internship or actually being hired! 
 

 
 



Start by building an  
advisory committee 

• People in industry 

• Parents 

• Past students 



Get your name out there 

• 2010- presented in front of the Central VA Veterinary Medical 
Association about my class and students 

• How?  I asked!  

Students learn a variety 
of topics and skills that 
will allow them to work 
as veterinary assistants 
or further their career in 
the field of veterinary 
medicine. 



Advertise your class/ program 

• 2012:  Compiled list of about 80 area veterinary practices 

• Camera crew filmed class in action 

• County PR person burned DVD’s 

• Sent these with a cover letter to each practice 





Get student and parent buy-in 

• Tell success stories 

• Could even be your own story 

• You don’t have to “sell” this to most students or parents 

• It is best to start teaching about how to work in middle school 



Challenges 

• How do you fit it into school schedule? 

• Transportation 

• Age prohibitive 



Business partners 

• How do you convince them that it’s worth their while? 



Hired! 

• Many of my high school students who shadow are asked to come 
on board 



Work experience for a well-rounded student 

• Colleges are not just looking for great GPA’s 

• Those who work in the field before or during college 
are more confident and are usually ahead of their 
college classmates 



Work experience in the classroom 

• Live animals 







We partner with a kitten rescue organization to help raise 
orphaned kittens 



We partner with Appalachian Great Pyrenees Rescue 
 in Varina 



Groups are assigned to a dog 



Teams work on obedience training 



Exercise dogs 



Brush out coats and trim nails 



Bathe dogs 









Sometimes we get to handle puppies! 



The organization thanks us on their Facebook page 

• More advertising for us! 



Our grooming business 





Competencies practiced: 
 

• Professionalism 
• Breed recognition 
• Behavior observation 
• Restraint & handling 
• Time management 
• Normal vs. abnormal 
 



 
 
Teamwork 
       and 
Creativity 



 Communication 
with pet owners 

 Keeping medical 
records 

 Using medical 
terms 

 Dressing 
professionally 



Getting patient  
weights and vitals 



Treating animals with love 
and respect 



Cleaning/ sanitation 



Laundry…parents love this! 



Inventory, maintaining equipment and supplies 



Diagnostic tests 





Success stories 





Dog boarding and grooming facility 



Vet Assistant 



Vet School 



Remember to take pictures of your students in action! 



  
• Questions? 

• Comments? 

• Ideas? 


